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□ The petition filed on 



examiner for consideration on the merits. 



under 37 CFR 1 .31 2(b) is granted. The paper has been forwarded to the 



Kl The amendment filed on Mar 23, 2000 under 37 CFR 1.312 has been considered, and has been: 
1X1 entered. 

□ entered as directed to matters of form not affecting the scope of the invention (Order 331 1 ). 

□ disapproved. See explanation below. 

□ entered in part. See explanation below. 
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Information Disclosure Statement 

1 . The information disclosure statement submitted on March 23 , 2000 was filed after the 
mailing date of the notice of allowability issued on February 28, 2000. The submission is in 
compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1.97. Accordingly, the 312 petition is granted and the 
information disclosure statement was considered by the examiner. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 1-11, 13-15, and 18-19 were allowed for reasons of record (see reasons for 
allowance sent on February 28, 2000 - paper number 13). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Ben Schroeder whose telephone number is (703) 306-5815. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday thru Friday from 8:30 AM to 5:00 PM. 

The fax phone number for this Group is (703) 308-4734 for "unofficial" purposes and the 
actual number for OFFICIAL business is 308-4556. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-1235. 
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